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Massive £ uncertainty at a difficult time

Policy reform
Estimated 

Impact

Implementation 

Date

LA Funding 

Clarity

Packaging EPR c. £1 Bn 01/04/2025 No

Food collection (Simpler Recycling) c. £0.5-0.75 Bn 31/3/2026 No

Material Facility Regs (sampling) Est £10s M 01/10/2024 No

POPs in Soft Furnishings Est £100 M 31/12/2024 No

Emissions Trading Scheme for EfW c. £1 Bn 2028 No

No

No

No

No

No



Can our council(s) cope with ETS?

• Cost and funding

• Volatility

• Trading and hedging ?!

£6-7M/yr ± £2M £17-20yr ± £5 £0.5-1Bn



How will ETS drive emissions reduction?

CCUS

Landfill
RDF Export
Dirty MRF

HWRCs

EPR (Polluter Pays)

% recycled content
EPR Modulated Fees

Product bans
Fossil tax



Key messages

1. LAs are the delivery mechanism for most waste reforms

2. Council finances under immense pressure, and impact of waste reforms 
is £ huge

3. Continued funding uncertainty is preventing council decisions and 
investment

4. Our budgets can’t cope with ETS market price volatility

5. Pursue ‘polluter pays principle’ to effectively link waste policy, financial 
levers and carbon impacts
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