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OVERVIEW

• The role of the GLA and LFB / governance

• Risks and issues associated with lithium-ion batteries in London

• LFB campaign on lithium-ion batteries

• Working across GLA policy areas to tackle the issue 
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• London Fire Brigade is the largest fire and rescue service (FRS) in the UK and operates within a 

complex and challenging environment.

• The Mayor of London is responsible for overseeing LFB. This means the Mayor appoints the 

London Fire Commissioner, sets LFB’s budget and approves LFB’s Community Risk Management 

Plan.

• The Deputy Mayor carries out scrutiny and assurance work, and plays a critical role in LFB’s 

decision making.

• The Mayor also has responsibilities for housing, transport, planning, the environment and policing 

and crime.

BACKGROUND – LFB AND ROLE OF THE MAYOR



4MAYOR OF LONDON     

• Lithium-ion batteries are the fastest increasing risk trend in London.

• Most fires related to e-bikes and e-scooters have happened in homes. These fires are often caused 

when charging batteries.

• There is also a clear equalities issue; people from all backgrounds use e-bikes, however, people 

on low incomes were more likely to report being regular users of e-bikes and e-scooters, and 

therefore at higher risk.

• This includes people who work for food delivery companies using e-bikes as part of their work, or 

people living in HMOs or high-rise properties who are likely to charge them in hallways and 

communal areas.

RISKS AND ISSUES IN LONDON
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LFB #CHARGESAFE CAMPAIGN
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• Issues relating to fire safety and the built environment cut across different policy areas within the 

GLA, from Environment to Housing to Planning. 

• For example, cycling in general, and e-bikes, are a significant part of the Mayor’s sustainable 

transport strategy. It’s necessary to ensure all parts of the GLA are working together. 

• A huge challenge is therefore the speed at which product innovation is happening. In many places, 

this is coming well before the necessary safety standards are in place.

• In his manifesto, the Mayor committed to continue to lobby for government regulation of lithium-ion 

battery powered e-bikes and e-scooters.

CROSS WORKING TO TACKLE THE ISSUE
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LFB #CHARGESAFE CAMPAIGN
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