
Local Government Employment

Quarter 3, 2020
Summary
Headcount: 1,354,700
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE): 1,016,100

Male: 340,200 (25.1%)
Female: 1,014,500 (74.9%)

Full-time: 659,400 (48.7%)
Part-time: 695,300 (51.3%)

Permanent: 1,213,300 (89.6%)
Temporary/Casual: 141,400 (10.4%)

Table 1: Headcount and FTE by Type of Authority 

Type Headcount FTE

English Unitary 292,300 218,000

London Borough 168,500 133,600

Met District 309,900 235,200

Shire County 373,500 264,000

Shire District 80,000 66,400

Welsh Unitary 130,500 98,900

Table 2: Employment by Type of Authority  (headcount)

Type
Male Full-

time
Female Full-

time
Male Part-

time
Female 

Part-time
Permanent

Temporary/ 
Casual

English Unitary 55,800 85,000 18,500 133,000 261,400 30,900

London Borough 40,100 62,100 9,700 56,600 149,700 18,800

Met District 58,500 91,200 17,400 142,900 283,700 26,200

Shire County 46,500 102,000 21,600 203,400 336,100 37,300

Shire District 31,300 22,600 6,200 19,900 71,900 8,100

Welsh Unitary 26,900 37,300 7,800 58,500 110,300 20,200

Figure 1: Employment Distribution by Type of Authority 
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Table 3: Headcount and FTE by Region

Region Headcount FTE

East Midlands 103,600 77,200

East of England 122,400 88,600

London 168,500 133,600

North East 67,100 51,300

North West 192,800 144,200

South East 199,400 146,600

South West 97,900 73,100

Wales 130,500 98,900

West Midlands 127,400 95,400

Yorkshire and the Humber 145,000 107,300

Table 4: Employment by Region (headcount)

Region
Male Full-

time
Female Full-

time
Male Part-

time
Female 

Part-time
Permanent

Temporary/ 
Casual

East Midlands 20,200 28,700 6,300 48,300 91,200 12,400

East of England 21,000 35,300 7,500 58,700 111,300 11,100

London 40,100 62,100 9,700 56,600 149,700 18,800

North East 15,100 21,200 3,700 27,100 61,100 6,100

North West 33,000 58,200 11,100 90,600 174,600 18,300

South East 33,400 56,900 11,200 97,900 180,600 18,700

South West 19,100 26,200 6,700 46,000 89,000 8,900

Wales 26,900 37,300 7,800 58,500 110,300 20,200

West Midlands 22,300 36,300 7,400 61,400 113,800 13,500

Yorkshire and the Humber 28,000 38,000 9,900 69,200 131,500 13,500

Figure 1: Employment Distribution by Region

Source: ONS Quarterly Public Sector Employment Survey.
Local Government Association Analysis and Research
www.lga.gov.uk/payandworkforce
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